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April 19, 1990 


CHAIRMEN, Members of the Task Force: 


Thank you very much for the opportunity to appear before you 
this evening to express our interest in your project. 


My name is Reg Whynott, and I'm the Chairman of the Regional 
Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth and I have with me resource 
Statt, Mire Paul White, our Director Of Operations, Transportation 
Services Department to assist in answering any technical questions 
that may be posed to us. 


The Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth, located just 
outside of the western boundary of the designated Greater Toronto 
Area is Comprised of Six Communities .... the Cities of Hamilton 
and Stoney Creek, the Towns of Ancaster, Dundas, and Flamborough 
and the Township of Glanbrook (within which the Hamilton Airport 
is located). Our total population is approximately 440,000 and our 
assessment base includes a wide variety of heavy and light industry 
combined with specialty industries ranging from medical research 
to the provision of goods and services to the space industry. 


We will not burden you with statistical information on our 
community as you already have access to that information or it can 
readily be provided upon request. 


P.O. Box 910, Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3V9 
119 King Street West, 15th Floor 
Tel: (416) 546-4200 Fax: (416) 546-2340 


Mr. Chairman and Members of the Task Force: 


On behalf of the Regional Municipality of 
Hamilton-Wentworth I am pleased to respond to the 
Ontario/Quebec Rapid Train Task Force invitation for 


consultation from interested individuals and organizations. 


The investigation of high speed passenger rail service in the 
Windsor/Quebec City corridor has been considered in the 
past by VIA. The current review by the Task Force is 
appropriate in view of the reduction in VIA service, 


congested highways, and the increasing air traffic. 


As pointed out in the February 1990 Task Force Position 
Paper, the potential scale of the investment in this project 1s 
enormous. The socio-economic impact and the affect on the 
environment is also considerable. The Task Force will have 
some very difficult decisions to make before presenting its 
recommendations to the Premiers. Hopefully, the points 
made by the Region of Hamilton-Wentworth will help you 


in your deliberations. 


In the context of socio-economic benefits, potential 
ridership, environmental aspects, alternative alignments, and 
available technologies, I will elaborate on the following 


primary considerations from Hamilton-Wentworth: 
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Hamilton-Wentworth supports the concept of high speed 
rail service. 

The Task Force should consider Niagara Peninsula 
access to rapid train service. 

A direct rapid train link with Hamilton Airport should 
be evaluated. 

Hamilton-Wentworth has tremendous growth and 
resource potential. 


Hamilton-Wentworth Supports the Concept of High 
Speed Rail Service 


The Regional Municipality supports the concept of high 
speed rail service to complement other modes of 
transportation. The Provinces of Ontario and Quebec 
should be commended for their initiative to evaluate the 
market, environmental and socio-economic effects of 
high speed rail service. A strategically implemented 
high speed service, designed to integrate with air, 
conventional rail, and highway transportation can 


benefit the public, industry, and municipalities. 
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The consumer of today is selective and discriminating 
when considering the purchase of goods and services. 
When evaluating modes of transportation it is only 
natural that we balance the price we are willing to pay 
with the service provided. Traditional passenger rail 
service does not appear to satisfy the need for a 
traveller to reach a destination with the speed and 
convenience demanded in current markets. If any 
potential exists for attracting more rail passengers, it 


will be through a high speed rail service. 


The Task Force Should Consider Niagara Peninsula 
Market Access to Rapid Train Service 


Although the terms of reference for the Rapid Train 
Task Force state that the Quebec City to Windsor 
corridor is the focus for evaluation, the Regional 
Council of Hamilton-Wentworth strongly feels that the 
effects of high speed rail service on the Niagara 
Peninsula must be considered. In the short term, the 
task force should include the impact and potential of the 
Mississauga to Niagara Falls market on the existing 
Quebec City to Windsor route evaluation. From a long 
range planning perspective, service from Toronto to 
Niagara Falls should be incorporated as an enhancement 


to the introduction of the initial rapid train service. 
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If a dedicated right of way is selected for high speed 
rail service, Greater Hamilton feels a routing in the 
Highway 401 corridor poses accessibility problems. 
Without a direct, easy access route to existing passenger 
rail service in Toronto, the benefits of rapid rail will 
not be maximized in the Hamilton-Wentworth and 
other Niagara areas. In other words, a satellite rail 
station in the 401 corridor as opposed to Union Station, 
makes the service less attractive to a market of over one 


million people. 


From our perspective, the ideal situation is to have the 
rapid train service meet the multitude of other surface 
transportation modes that collect at Union Station. In 
fact, if we truly want to make the service attractive to 
passengers, downtown station locations in all cities 1s 


desirable. 


The convenience for intermodal transfer passengers is a 
concern for the entire Niagara Peninsula if station 
access is restricted to current stops between Quebec City 
and Windsor. It is our contention that the closer the 
routing to the urban core in Hamilton-Wentworth, a 
terminal stop along this portion of the route greatly 
improves access to high speed rail service to the morc 
than 700,000 residents of the Greater Hamilton, 


Burlington and St. Catherines market area. 
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A Direct Rapid Train Link with Hamilton Airport 
Should be Evaluated 


The Task Force terms of reference make specific 
reference to Mirabel and Pearson Airports. We believe 
that Hamilton Airport has the potential to alleviate the 
problems at Pearson. If the use of a spur high-speed 
railway can maximize the potential of Mirabel Airport, 
then it is our contention that a spur rapid train service 


would maximize the potential of Hamilton Airport. 


This spur line to Hamilton Airport would help reduce 
congestion at Pearson, improve the utilization of the 
more than $70,000,000 investment in Hamilton Airport, 
and provide an alternative access to high speed rail 


service for the Hamilton area. 


The Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 
strongly recommends that the Task Force should 
consider this option. In fact, the Hamilton Airport spur 


line should be incorporated into the terms of reference. 
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4. Hamilton-Wentworth Has Tremendous Growth and 
Resource Potential. 


We believe that high speed rail service should focus on 
maximizing properly managed growth potential and 
minimize intrusion on agricultural and natural lands. In 
Hamuilton-Wentworth, the utilization of existing rail 


corridors supports this belief. 


From a socio-economic perspective, Greater Hamilton 
has the planning capacity and supporting infrastructure 
to accommodate any population or industry growth 


resulting from high speed rail service. 


As a manufacturing centre in our country, 
Hamulton-Wentworth can benefit this project with our 
opportunities for manufacturing, supplies, and support 
services. Our Economic Development Department is 
willing to provide information and support for spin-off 
business benefits that may arise from a high speed rail 


project. 


Hamulton-Wentworth is pleased to have had this opportunity 
to address the Ontario/Quebec Rapid Train Task Force. We 


have raised four issues for the Task Force to consider. 
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1. Hamilton-Wentworth supports the concept of high 
speed rail service. 

2. The Task Force should consider Niagara Peninsula 
market access to rapid train service. 

3. A direct rapid train link with Hamilton Airport 
should be evaluated. 

4. Hamuiulton-Wentworth has tremendous growth and 


resource potential. 


If the Task Force or members of its staff would like any 
additional information or input from the Region of 
Hamilton-Wentworth, inquiries are welcomed through the 


office of the Regional Chairman. 
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